TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED FOCUS GROUP
SCHOOL 3
Persons Present

Interviewer (I)

Participant (P)

I1:
So, the first thing is, can anybody tell me about the kind of stuff that you learnt today?

P:
So, we learnt that bees… plants stay alive if bees are there, and bees stay alive if plants are there.  Also, that bees [inaudible 00:00:44].

I1:
Yes, so we learnt that bees stay alive if plants stay alive, and flowers and plants stay alive if bees are alive.  Yes, absolutely.
P:
We learnt different types of bees, like digger bees, carpenter bees, honeybees, bumblebees.

I1:
And leaf cutter bees.  That’s so good, yeah, absolutely, you learnt all about different types of bees.  And how many bees, can we remember, are in the UK?  Shall we say it all together?

P:
Two hundred and fifty.

I1:
Perfect.  Can anybody remember how many are in the world?  Okay, let’s say it all together again, I think.

P:
Twenty thousand.

I1:
Perfect.  Okay, did anybody learn anything else today?  At the back.

P:
Some bees sting you and then they die.

I1:
Some bees sting you and then they die, absolutely.  It’s really important to know.  So, they’ll only sting you if they’re really, really, really scared.  What about over here?
P:
That male bees don’t have stingers.

I1:
Male bees don’t always have stingers, yeah, absolutely, and male honeybees stay in the hive and they don’t come out, apart from once in their lifetime.

P:
They dance to communicate.

I1:
They dance to communicate, absolutely, that’s brilliant, that’s really good information.  So, did anybody learn anything new about helping to save bees as humans?  Yes.

P:
You can make like, bug hotels for like, them to go into and stuff.

I1:
Brilliant, that’s a really good one that you remembered.  What about behind you?

P:
You can also make insect baths where they can drink.

I1:
Yeah, absolutely.  Is anybody going to try and make an insect bath in summer now?  So, one, two… stick your hand up really high if you want to make an insect bath.  Okay, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen twenty.  Oh my gosh, loads of you are going to make an insect bath.  So, just ask your parents which bowl you can use first, or your carers, which bowl you can use, maybe use a bit of old Tupperware because you’ll get it really dirty.  Did anybody learn anything new… else about saving the bees?  What about over here?

P:
We learnt that if you’re saving them then you’re saving the planet.  It keeps plants alive [inaudible 00:03:04], and then the oxygen, and if there is no oxygen then we die.
I1:
Absolutely.  We learnt that if you save bees, you’re basically saving the planet because they keep plants alive and plants are very important for oxygen.  What about over here?
P:
If we didn’t have bees, we… we wouldn’t [inaudible 00:03:23] food chain or anything.
I1:
Exactly, if we didn’t have bees there would not be any food chain.  Is there anything we can do to help those bees keep… make sure that we have a food chain?  Over at the back, in the middle.

P:
If we plant more flowers, it’ll help the bees get more pollen.

I1:
Exactly, if we plant more flowers, it’ll help bees get more pollen.  What about you?

P:
Get more food for them.

I1:
Get more food for them, and how do we get more food for them?  We plant flowers.  Perfect, that’s a really good one.  What about you?

P:
Buy organic honey to get money for the beekeepers.
I1:
Buy organic honey to get honey for the beekeepers, yeah, money for the beekeepers.  Honey, money.  Perfect.  What about at the back?  

P:
[Inaudible 00:04:05].
I1:
If you murder?

I2:
If a bird eats a bee, [inaudible 00:04:12].

I1:
It could do, yeah.  Yeah, it could do, if it was still alive, absolutely.  There is a special bird called a bee eater and it’s very colourful, and it purposefully goes round and tries to eat bees.  Yeah, so that… that won’t be stung.  Not that bird, but it does look a bit like that one, yeah.  Is there anything you’re going to do as a result of today’s workshop?

P:
I’m going to look after more bees if I see them in the drain.

I1:
That’s wonderful.  How will you do that?  Are you going to lift them up?

P:
I’ve done it before, let’s just say that.

I1:
Have you?  How did you do it?  Did you have…?
P:
I found… I got my sister to get the biggest stick she could find and I poked it in, grabbed it out and looked after it for the rest of the day.

I1:
That’s amazing.

P:
Until it flew away, that was sad.

I1:
Well done you, that’s really cool.  Does anybody else know to do that?  You get a stick or a flower and you can help transport the bee to a safe space.

P:
Get some sugar water if they’re weak.

I1:
Yeah, absolutely, you can get some sugar water to help them get to the next source of nectar, absolutely.  Anybody else?  Honey.  Yeah, make sure that it’s nice, good, organic honey, we wouldn’t want to give them horrible stuff that’s got lots of sugar in it necessarily, so it’s good to get them nice honey.
P:
We usually find them in our pavement, because [inaudible 00:05:26].

I1:
Yeah.  Yeah, they might get… yes, absolutely, that’s brilliant.  What about over here?

P:
[Inaudible 00:05:42].
I1:
Oh no.  A turtle, that’s such a cool fact.  I didn’t know that, but honey can clearly help other animals too, that’s so cool.  Thanks for sharing that, that’s great.  So, speaking about other animals, are there any other types of animals that people would like to know more about now that they’ve learnt about bees?

P:
Lizards.

I1:
Lizards, yes, they’re a great animal to learn about.  What about over here?

P:
Hedgehogs.

I1:
Hedgehogs.  Hedgehogs is a really popular, because I went to another school and they wanted to learn about hedgehogs too.  So, if we were going to do a dance show, imagine we’re going to come back and do a very similar workshop, so we’ll do a dance show and we’ll do a couple of activities, what kind of animals… other animals do you think would be good to do a dance about?  There, at the back.

P:
I forgot.

I1:
A daffodil?

P:
I forgot.

I1:
Oh, you forgot.  That’s okay, it doesn’t matter.  What about you?

P:
Birds.

I1:
Birds, absolutely.  Birds are really, really good, and they have lots of trouble for different reasons as well.  And of course, you could do loads of really cool flying moves, couldn’t you, so that would be really fun.

P:
A worm.

I1:
A worm.  Yeah, do you know what?  Worms, we used soil today to plant our flowers and worms are so important for making soil all nice and mulchy and hummusy, they call it.

P:
Pandas.

I1:
Pandas, yeah.  Pandas are endangered.  I think we could do some really bumbly dancing around that and we could come up with really interesting activities as well.

P:
Jaguar.

I1:
A jaguar, that’s… that’s an interesting one.  I’d have to do lots of research on that, but that’s a really good idea.  What about at the back, in the middle?

P:
Snakes.

I1:
Snakes, absolutely, snakes would be really good.  Okay, yeah.  So, we’d have to find out what kind of challenges snakes might face.  What about you?

P:
Penguins.

I1:
Penguins, yeah, absolutely.  We’ve learnt lots about penguins.  I’ve seen lots about penguins on lots of BBC documentaries and I know that they need lots of help and attention.

P:
Particularly like, arctic sort of birds, like that need to fly south for the heat.

I1:
Yes, absolutely, because… yeah, because the arctic’s changing so we need to think a lot about what we can do to help the arctic, that’s a really good one.

P:
A fox.

I1:
A fox, yes.  Has anybody seen a fox?  Yeah.  Foxes are very interesting.  No, foxes will find you.  Okay.  So, how did you find the work today and would you like to do similar workshops in the future?

P:
Yes.

I1:
Yes.  
P:
Yes.

I1:
Yeah, great.  That’s really good.  So, any comments about how you found today’s workshop?

P:
I think it was really fun, and… and I forgot.

I1:
You can say things that would make it even better too.  So, it was really fun, is there anything that would make it even better?

P:
You had like, a lot of freedom to like, how much [inaudible 00:08:46] you wanted or something.

I1:
Good.  That’s really good to hear, you had a lot of freedom, and that’s really interesting.  And how did you find doing the dance?  Did you find the dance useful for learning about bees?  Or is there something that you could do that could make it even better?
P:
Well, there’s some bees I didn’t know about.

I1:
Yes, yeah, that’s great.  And you got to do the actions, didn’t you.

P:
Maybe include things that… maybe include like, other dangerous bees that aren’t just flowers… add like, birds or like… like, some lizards.

I1:
Maybe talk a little bit more about the other insects and animals then as well.

P:
Yeah.

I1:
Because we didn’t really do that today, did we?

P:
No, it was mainly just flowers.

I1:
Yeah, we mainly talked about flowers and bees.  Yeah.

P:
I learnt a lot about bees that I didn’t know.
I1:
Good, that’s really good to hear, thank you for that.  What about combining learning about bees with doing lots of actions?  How did we find doing the planting and the dancing?

P:
I thought the planting was very fun to like, know how to like… like, plant the plants properly and safely.

I1:
Good, good.  What about at the back?

P:
[Inaudible 00:09:53] very good to like think of the animals [Inaudible 00:09:58] all the stuff that you could be doing [Inaudible 00:10:00].
I1:
That’s a really lovely comment, thank you.  Yeah, you’ve got to think about the animals, because the animals are so important for us as well, because they help us eat and they help [inaudible 00:10:11] grow and they help keep these spaces green.  They’re so important for us, and of course there’s lots of animals who we see every day.  Does anybody here have a dog or a cat?  Yeah, so we love animals and we love playing with them and cuddling up with them as well, so they bring us joy as well as giving us lots of things like food.  How did engaging with an action to help save Bibi the bee make you feel?  How was it to be able to help save Bibi the bee in your stories?  Sorry?  I can’t… I’m so sorry, I didn’t catch that.  That’s okay, don’t worry. 
P:
[Inaudible 00:10:54]

I1:
That’s… that’s really good, it made you feel kind of happy so you could help bees, that’s really, really great to hear.  
P:
[Inaudible 00:11:07] anytime you can just try and help them, put them on a flower.
I1:
Brilliant, it helps you feel inspired so that you’re ready to help the bees and put them on flowers, that’s really great.  Any other feelings about helping Bibi the bee?  At the back.
P:
[Inaudible 00:11:24].
I1:
You learnt about how we can help bees.  Yeah, yeah, absolutely we could, so that was… I thought… I really liked learning about how we can help bees, it makes me really happy, but did anybody find it a bit annoying, would you not like to do maybe dancing yourself or…?  No.  Does anybody feel concerned about Bibi… bee bee.  Bibi the bee, did anybody feel concerned about her?  Even though she was imaginary, she does represent real bees, doesn’t she.  Yeah.  Okay.  So, if we came back and visited you to do another show with real dancers this time, so we got given a little bit of money to do this, so we come round and come to schools, but we want to apply for even more money so we can get real life dancers in the school like we did back in 2021 with those dancers.  Are there any other topics, could be about other animals, but other things that are linked to the environment, so things like learning about plastic or how climate change is happening, or perhaps things like saving nature spaces, so saving green spaces.  Are there any other topics that you’d love for us to come back with real dancers and do a show about?

P:
Maybe like, turn like, the garden into like, a habitat for loads of other animals, like a green space.

I1:
Yes.  So, about green spaces and about growing gardens, and finding spaces that you can grow things.  So, not everybody has a garden, but where you can get involved in different types of gardening activities or how you can plant things on the windowsill, absolutely.  Any other ideas?  Yeah.

P:
How global warming started

I1:
How global warming started, yes.  So, you’d be interested in the story of global warming and maybe thinking about things that we could do to help with the global warming issue, as well as things that we could do together as well, because it’s a big issue and it goes to… it affects all people all round the world, so it’s a big one to do, yeah.

P:
To help people stop throwing plastic into the sea so the fish die.

I1:
To help stop throwing plastic into the sea so that fish die, yeah, and I think that would be really interesting, how you could get people moving like plastic and seeing what they could do.  One idea we could do is to help people make their own lunch wraps, for example, so there’s lots of things we could do to help with the plastic.  Yeah.

P:
Stop cutting down trees.

I1:
Stop cutting down trees.  Do you know… do you know the word for that, when we cut down trees?

P:
Deforestation.

I1:
Yeah, deforestation, perfect, yeah, that would be a really good one as well, absolutely.  Anything else?  Any other types of ideas?  No, okay.  And any other final animal ideas come to light?

P:
Tortoises.

I1:
Tortoises, yes.  I’d like to do that because my son’s named Portus, so it rhymes with tortoise, so it’s very precious to me.

P:
A koala.

I1:
A koala, absolutely, a koala bear.

P:
Pigs.

I1:
Pigs.  Underrated animal, very… very important animal.  Very clever animal.

P:
Wolves.

I1:
Wolves.  Scary, yeah, we’d have to get some good masks for that, wouldn’t we?  Okay, is there any other reflections on today just before, we need to be aware that lunch is coming soon, so any other final reflections that you’d like to tell me about your experience today?  Anything that could make it even better or that you enjoyed?

P:
[Inaudible 00:14:54] planting and dancing.
I1:
When you were making plants and doing the dancing, that’s great to hear, thank you.

P:
Learn about why the animals [Inaudible 00:15:02].
I1:
Yeah, learn about why the animals went endangered, so actually tell you the story of that.  Because bees went… are in trouble for lots of things that humans have done and changes that didn’t necessarily… we didn’t necessarily realise were harming bees but actually did harm them, yeah, absolutely.
P:
I like how we had like, between like… before break and after break to learn about bees.

I1:
Yeah, so…

P:
Not like, a short time.

I1:
Yeah, okay, so a good amount of time, actually spending a whole morning and kind of the afternoon learning about bees is actually really important, making sure that you’ve got lots of different information about them and you feel able to go off and do things about bees as well.  Any other things that you enjoyed or that you felt could have made it even better?  Yes.  You enjoyed making the plants, that’s really good to hear, thank you so much.

P:
I enjoyed making up the stories.

I1:
You enjoyed making up the stories.  Do you remember what story you did?

P:
I think we did like, a leafcutter killed one of the bad plants.

I1:
Oh, a leaf… so a bee actually helped one of the bad pesticide infected flowers, that’s really cool.  Bees can help other bees too, brilliant.

P:
I like learning about new facts that I didn’t already know about.

I1:
That’s really great to hear.  That’s so lovely, thank you.  Okay, so that’s me done, I’m going to wrap up now.  Thank you so much for helping me come into your school.

I2:
Thank you so much for coming in, this was really great.  I think we all agree, it was a really good morning [inaudible 00:16:42].

P:
Yeah.

P:
Thank you.

I1:
If you have a survey, just bring it to me and I’ll collect it.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you.
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