TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED FOCUS GROUP
SCHOOL 2A
Persons Present

Interviewer (I)

Participant (P)

I:
Okay, so what we’re first going to talk about is what you’ve learnt today.  So, can you remember what kind of things you learnt at the workshop today?

P:
About lots of different types of bees.

I:
Yeah, about lots of different types of bees.

P:
We learnt like, how many bees there were in the UK.

I:
Yes.  Can we remember?  Shall we say it all together?

P:
[Two hundred and fifty 00:00:49].

I:
Yes.  And can anybody remember how many there were in the whole, wide world?  Okay, you put your hand up first, so…

P:
Twenty thousand.

I:
Twenty thousand, oh my God, and most of them live by themselves, as we know.  So, what other things can we remember from today?  Yes.

P:
We learnt how to help the bees.

I:
We learnt how to help the bees, yeah, absolutely.  Can anybody remember some of the ways that we learnt about helping the bees?

P:
Could do an insect bath.

I:
We could do an insect bath.  Yeah, absolutely.  Do you remember how to make an insect bath?

P:
So, like, if you get [inaudible 00:01:25] plastic cup, you put rocks in it or something, and then you put half… fill it halfway up with water so that some of the rocks are still sticking [inaudible 00:01:37].
I:
That is so good, well done.  Now, you can technically use a bowl but I didn’t want to tell your parents or carers that I’ve been telling you to use their nice bowls to fill up with rocks, I didn’t want them to email me and get in trouble, so probably better to use a takeaway tub.  Is there any… you want to add something?

P:
No, it was about insect homes.

I:
Yeah, the insect homes.

P:
You need like, bits of wood or any food [inaudible 00:02:04] for the bees to go to.
I:
Yes, absolutely.  It’s much better to use natural materials like a brick… you can buy special bricks that have holes in them.  I didn’t tell you this story, but I actually had a bee that used to live in my door hole.  Because I had a keyhole that was really big, and I used to live in a place called York, does anybody know there?

P:
Yeah.

I:
Yeah.  So, I used to live there and I had a big old door and I had a keyhole that I used and then one at the bottom that I didn’t use, and one day I closed my door and a little bee flew out and I was like, whoa, that’s so cool, and it was a little orange bee.  And then I kept seeing it all through the summer, and then I saw it the next summer as well, so it had clearly lived in there all winter too.  So, I thought that was pretty cool.  So, sometimes if you have big holes in your house or in a door, you can have a little sneak through and see if you can see a bee.  Okay, did anybody learn anything that they actually already knew?
P:
That they have pollen.

I:
That they have… that they collect pollen, yeah, absolutely.  So, we did know about pollen.

P:
Insect hotels.

I:
You already knew about insect hotels, that’s really cool.  Did everybody know about insect hotels, or did anyone…

P:
Yeah.

I:
Yeah.  Have you ever made insect hotels?

P:
Yeah.

I:
Oh, cool.  Did you do it in school?

P:
I’ve done it at home… at home.

I:
At home, yeah.  Has everybody done it at home?

P:
Yeah.

I:
Are there any ideas that you kind of… are there any ideas that you want to… that you might want to try or explore after being part of this learning session?

P:
An insect bath.

I:
You want to do an insect bath.

P:
I was going to say that too.

I:
You’re going to do an insect bath as well.  So, you’ve got to wait until it’s hot, so that way you’ll get more insects coming through.  What about anybody else?

P:
Maybe like, not build a whole hotel, but just like, get quite a long thing, maybe a tube and put it where I want to see a bee [inaudible 00:04:02].  Maybe like, outside.

I:
Yeah, [inaudible 00:04:05].  So, if you see a bee now, what do you think you’ll do?  What about walking along?  Yes.

P:
It depends if it’s like, flying around or on a flower.  If it’s like, just standing still not moving on the ground…

I:
Yes, so if it’s standing still, we had somebody talk about doing one already in the classroom, in the playground yesterday didn’t we.  Yeah, so knowing how to help it, and then obviously if it’s flying around it’s probably okay.  Yes.

P:
Some people might not remember… like, remember this, but one time when I was on the playground there was a bee giving birth.
P:
Oh yeah.

I:
A bee giving birth?

P:
Oh yeah, there was, there was a bee giving birth.

P:
Yeah, everyone was crowding it giving birth.

I:
Oh, my God.

P:
There was like… there was like, a whole group of us just like, [inaudible 00:04:57] it’s like, what the hell.

I:
Giving birth is probably quite traumatic, so I’m sure it appreciated having an audience.  Does anybody remember what type of bee it was?
P:
I think it was a bumble bee.

[…] 
P:
Once in the playground at lunch, there was this bee and somebody kept pouring Vimto on it.

I:
Oh, that sounds awful.  Poor little bee.

P:
It was Rowan [inaudible 00:05:42] because he thought because… because there was sugar in it…

I:
Watch out for Rowan.

P:
No, it wasn’t a bee.

I:
So, he was trying to help the bee.

P:
[Inaudible 00:05:51].
I:
Sometimes there are flies that look really like bees so it can be hard to tell, can’t it.  Would anybody like… so, we did this today on bees because I studied bees for a very long time, but what we’re hoping to do is do something similar to what we did two years ago when we came with dancers, so we need to get… we need to apply for money to do it, and what we want to do is do another animal or another topic.  So, the first thing that I want to find out is if we came back and visited you to do another show with real dancers and a similar type of workshop, what animals would you like to learn about?

P:
I didn’t think of one.

I:
You can’t think of one.  It was an enthusiastic hand though, I appreciate that.  Yes.
P:
It was like… I don’t remember the name, but it was something like… it’s like [inaudible 00:06:39].

I:
Oh, so you’d like to do especially about the leaf cutting bee?

P:
Yeah, yeah.

I:
That’s interesting, okay, that’s a good idea.  Yes.

P:
Another insect, maybe a butterfly.

I:
A butterfly, yes, and we could do some really beautiful stuff with butterflies and there’s so much to learn about them as well and the way that they live, that’s a cool one.  And of course, they have got lots of challenges too, like bees.

P:
Spiders.

I:
Spiders, an underrated animal, very good.  What would you like to learn about spiders?

P:
Like how the heck they ended up with eight legs, not two.

I:
I think we’d all like to know that.  I have to do some research on that.

P:
And also how they ended up with eight eyes as well.

I:
Yes.

P:
Maybe like, we already… we probably already know like, a lot about it, but maybe like, predators and prey might be quite cool.

I:
What was that?

P:
Predators and prey.

I:
Predators and prey, yeah, absolutely, predators and prey might be quite cool.  Do you have anything that you’d like to learn about predators and prey animals?

P:
I already know quite a lot about them, so I can’t think of anything right now.

I:
Yeah.

P:
I just thought it sounded cool.

I:
Yeah.  Well, we’re really interested in animals that need our help, so we have to look at different types of animals that might need our help that are predators and prey and link it to that.  Yes.

P:
Pandas.

I:
Pandas, yes, absolutely.  My dog used to be called Panda but we changed her name, but pandas are very cool.

P:
Why did you change her name?

I:
Well, she was called Panda because she had two big, black eyes, and then she no longer had black eyes, from when she was very little, they turned brown and we thought it might be a bit weird to call her Panda.  We didn’t call her Panda originally, but yeah.  Yes.
P:
[Inaudible 00:08:13].  A caterpillar maybe.

I:
A caterpillar, yeah.  So, obviously they turn into butterflies.

P:
And they have more legs than spiders.

I:
They might have more legs than spiders, I don’t know, I’d have to double check that.  What about you?

P:
Sea creatures.

I:
Sea creatures, yeah of course, and sea creatures are so in trouble and need loads of help, lots [inaudible 00:08:33].  Yes.

P:
I was going to say fish, because fish, like no one talks about them.

I:
Yeah, we just eat them.

P:
Fish… yeah, fish [inaudible 00:08:41].

P:
I love to eat fish.

I:
Yeah.  Yeah, great, so fish, shark, [inaudible 00:08:51].  Dinosaurs, well, I’m afraid to tell you, but dinosaurs are already extinct.
P:
Yeah, you can’t really help dinosaurs.

I:
I mean, to be fair though, there are animals, does anybody know what sort of animals which come from dinosaurs?  Any types of animals that are still alive that come from dinosaurs?

P:
Chickens.

I:
Birds.  Lizards.  Lots of animals like bees and insects actually were alive in the dinosaur era too, so we could try and help dinosaurs, but not dinosaurs that you might be talking about.  Yes. 
P:
Maybe we could learn about the parasaur.

I:
The?

P:
The parasaur.

I:
The parasaur?  Is that a type of dinosaur?  

P:
[Inaudible 00:09:40].
I:
Maybe.  We’d have to do something else than that.  Yes.  Creepy crawlies, yeah, absolutely, absolutely, creepy crawlies, yeah.  
P:
Tortoises.

I:
Tortoises, that’s really, really good, yeah.  Right, shall we grab our attention again, come back together.  What about… so thinking not animals this time, what about other environmental issues that you might want to learn about?
P:
Human is an animal.

I:
Humans.  We’re… actually, helping humans is important and it is part of an environmental issue, so… because there’s lots of humans that are already feeling the effects of environmental issues, so we could do one on humans, other humans.  What about other environmental issues that we might want to learn about, like plastic?

P:
Pay your bills.

I:
Pay your bills?  Paying your bills is an issue.

P:
Yeah.  Paying your bills.

I:
What about more environmental ones.

P:
Climate change.

I:
Climate change, yeah, absolutely.  Climate change is a big one, and we have to think of a really clever way to make sure we do a dance on it, yeah.

P:
[Inaudible 00:10:55].
I:
Landfills.  Yeah, okay, yeah, absolutely, that’s a really, really important environmental issue and there’s lots of things we could do about that as well.  Guys, can we just have a bit of quiet just so I can hear the answers, sorry.

P:
The great pacific garbage patch.

I:
The great specific… I am so bad at saying that word.  Pacific garbage patch.  Have you learnt about that in class?

P:
No.

P:
[Inaudible 00:11:20].
I:
Loads of rubbish.  So…

P:
It’s like, three times the size of France or two times the size of France.

I:
And it links to landfill as well.  Okay, so how did you find the activities today?  Instead of just doing… because often you learn lots of facts, don’t you.  So, what we’re interested in is how you found actually making your own plants and doing a bit of dancing and watching a dance show, so how did you find that experience?

P:
Fun.

I:
Fun.

P:
Fun.

P:
Fun.

P:
Free plants.

I:
Free the plants.  Oh, free plants.  Okay.  Yeah, free plants.
P:
Lucky us.

I:
What about over here?  How did you find the activities today?

P:
Good.

I:
Good.  Have you got… okay, so let’s think about things that we liked and things that would make it even better.  So, we’ve got anything that would make it even better.

P:
It’s about the… like, something that’s not animals that you could help.  The war.

I:
Yes.  Yeah, absolutely, so talking about those as well, that’s really important too.  Okay, so things that we enjoyed and things that would make it even better.  Alright, I think it’s coming to half past ten.  You can… 

P:
[Inaudible 00:12:43].  Chickens are intelligent, let them go.  Chickens are intelligent, let them go.  Chickens are intelligent, let them go.
P:
Axolotls.
I:
Axolotls.

P:
I have a pet axolotl.

I:
Huh?

P:
I have a pet axolotl.

I:
Do you, a pet axolotl.  That’s really cool.

P:
I got it for Christmas.

I:
Axolotl, I don’t know much about them.  Okay, okay.
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