TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED FOCUS GROUP
SCHOOL 1
Persons Present

Interviewer (I)

Participant (P)

I1 (researcher):
Okay, so that’s recording.    
I2 (teacher):
Looking for people that are showing that they’re ready.

I1:
[Name], superstar.

I2:
Yeah, I was just about to say [Name], about the only one ready.  [Name] is, and [Name] and [Name].

I1:
[Name], thank you, [Name], thank you.

I2:
Sit down then [Name], please, [Name].

I1:
[Inaudible 00:04:13] because she’s coming in to collect your pencils, that’ll be done [inaudible 00:04:17].  Okay, so we’re going to ask you a few questions now and just see what kind of responses we get.  You can obviously… you can also respond to each other’s answers too.  So, the first thing I wanted to ask was, and this is to anyone, so anybody can answer, how did you find the workshop today and would you like to do similar workshops in the future?  Okay, so, shall we start over here?

P:
Yeah, I want to do a different workshop.

I1:
What kind of workshop would you… if you had to pick another animal or another subject that’s linked to helping the environment, what would you pick?

P:
A dog.

I1:
A dog, helping dogs.  Well, dogs aren’t very cute aren’t they, typically, and it would be good to help lots of dogs.  What about here?

P:
I thought it was highly enjoyable and I would love to do something similar [inaudible 00:05:07].

I1:
Good.  So, do you have any ideas of what kind of themes or topics you’d like to explore in different workshops?

P:
Squirrels.

I1:
Squirrels.  Squirrels are cool.

I3:
Love squirrels.

I1:
And in the middle?

P:
I’d do the same thing as both of them, honestly.

P:
Squirrels and dogs.

I1:
Squirrels and dogs.

P:
No, not squirrels and dogs, but doing another workshop.
I1:
Doing another workshop.

I3:
Nice.

I1:
What about you, any ideas?

P:
Sharks.

I1:
Sharks, yeah, sharks.

P:
They are getting hunted.

I1:
What about in the middle here?

P:
Hedgehogs.

I1:
Hedgehogs, yeah.

P:
I love hedgehogs.  [Inaudible 00:05:39].
I3:
Shh, shh.

I1:
What about just behind you?

P:
I would like to do one about capybaras.

I1:
About?

P:
Capybaras.

I1:
Capybaras.  That [inaudible 00:05:51].  Okay, how did engaging with an action to help save Bibi the bee make you feel?

P:
Happy.

I1:
Happy?

P:
Yeah.

P:
Had a whisper.

P:
Happy.

I1:
So, with Bibi the bee was it… was it good being able to try out the flowers?  Did you want to try and do anything else to help Bibi the bee?
P:
Yeah.

I1:
Yeah, what other things could you do to help save Bibi the bee?  Yeah.

P:
The water bowl.

I1:
The water bowl, yeah, absolutely.  Now, doing that inside a classroom might be a bit difficult, and it is January, so maybe if we came back in summer, we could do water bowls and leave them around the school, maybe even be able to carry them home if you have very good lids.  Or you could get Tupperware, so if any of you, if you’ve ever got takeaways and you get those old Tupperware boxes, that could be something that you fill up with rocks, so on your way to school or if you go to the park, you can find some rocks.  Even if you have a garden, you could find some in your garden and put it in an old Tupperware, because I’m pretty sure your parents or carers might prefer you to put it in an old Tupperware then one of their nice bowls.  But yes, absolutely, that’s one thing we could do help save Bibi the bee.  What about over here, would you like to add something?
P:
We could eat more honey.

I1:
We can eat more honey.  And what type of honey should we eat?

P:
Local.

P:
Organic.

I1:
Yeah, local and organic honey, yeah, absolutely.  We… because lots of times they feed lots of bees lots of sugar instead of giving them flowers, because they can turn sugar into honey, but actually we want to have a nice flower-based honey.  Why… does anybody know why honey is particularly good for us?  No one?  Yeah.

I2:
Sarah.

P:
It helps your throat.

I1:
It can help your throat, absolutely.  Someone that’s not gone, anybody at the back?  Do you want to all three have to say something, they’re in a row.  So, if we start right at the back.

P:
Is it like, healthy?

I1:
It is very, very healthy for you and it helps your brain.  Do you have any?

P:
It perk you up.

I1:
It perk… it does perk you up.  Everybody likes… well, most people like honey.  Did you have something to add?

P:
It helps you get better from like, a cough.

I1:
It can, it can be really helpful for coughs.  And there’s another illness that it can help with.  Does anybody have hay fever?

P:
[Inaudible 00:08:17].
I1:
So…
I2:
Thank you.  Didn’t ask for a discussion about your hay fever.

I1:
So, if you have hay fever, and what causes hay fever is the pollen from plants.  So, if you have hay fever, if you eat lots of local honey, you are taking in lots of the local pollen which means that your body goes oh yeah, I know what this is, I’m kind of ready to cope with this pollen going into my system, and that means that when you actually go near real plants, you’ll be less likely to suffer from hay fever because you’ve taken in lots of the local pollen already through the honey.  How cool is that?  So, it kind of works a bit like a vaccination, if you know how that works.  Okay.  What’s next on my questions, my important sheet of questions?  Okay.  What other environmental issues might you like to do a workshop about?  So, not thinking about different animals, although you can shout out animals if you really, really have a particular animal you’d love to learn about, but things like how much we use plastic, which can obviously clog up lots of our oceans, or saving all those lovely green parks that we all like to go and the trees, or something bigger like the changing of the climate and how the planet’s getting hotter.  So, is there any particular environmental issues that you’d like to hear about?  What about you?
P:
I want to learn more about… help about palm oil issues.

I1:
Palm oil issues, that’s a really, really good one, because that links to lots of stuff that’s going on quite far away, but actually it’s something that we can have a lot of control over because if we buy products with palm oil in it, we can make a real difference.  That’s a really good one.

P:
I actually… I actually don’t use [inaudible 00:10:01].
I1:
That’s great, that’s fantastic.  And if we did something like a show about it with your… your friends and your peers, we could actually have more people make that choice too couldn’t we, yeah, that’s really important.  That’s great.  What about just behind you?
P:
Chopping down trees in rainforests.

I1:
Chopping down trees in rainforests, yeah, absolutely, another really, really important issue to learn about.  Do you know the word for that?  Do you know the…
P:
Deforestation.

I1:
That’s the one, deforestation, yeah.  

P:
The Amazon.

I1:
The Amazon, yeah, absolutely, and that links a lot to that deforestation problem as well, yeah, really good issues.  What about at the back?  Because you’ve had your hand up for ages.

P:
Endangered animals.

I1:
Endangered animals, so animals, not just bees, but lots of different types of animals, because there’s so many other animals like bees that are in trouble and need our help.

I2:
Hedgehog.

I1:
Hedgehogs.

I2:
We’ve adopted a hedgehog, that’s why.

P:
[Inaudible 00:10:55].
I1:
Oh my God, that’s amazing.  It’s so cute, it’s so cute.

I2:
Shh.

P:
I really want to change like, how… how much plastic there is.  Like, so instead of having like, foils for sandwiches and wraps, you could have like, reusable, recyclable ones.

I1:
Yeah.

P:
Not really having like, plastic Tupperware and things like that.

I1:
Yeah, absolutely, and I reckon we could do a really cool dance about plastic too and do some work around maybe making different types of wraps for sandwiches, yeah, wax wraps, yeah, that’s a really good one, yeah, absolutely.  Right at the back in the middle.

P:
I remember when we did like, a dance in Year 5 about like, the weather.  [Inaudible 00:11:47].
I1:
Yeah.  So, this… yeah, absolutely, that would be really interesting as well.  We could explore lots of things linked to that too, so how the weather affects, for example, animals.  Yeah, absolutely.  Okay, so thinking back to the workshop, is there anything that you might do new as a result of this workshop?  Yeah, so is there anything that you might do now that you’ve learnt about how you can help bees?  Yeah.

P:
Eat more organic honey.

I1:
Eat more organic honey, yeah, absolutely, that’s a really good one that we talked about lots of the benefits before.  Someone who hasn’t gone before.  You’ve all spoken before.  Oh, yes.

P:
Do one of those bug houses at home.

I1:
Do one of those bug houses, yeah, absolutely.  If you ask a parent or carer, there’s lots of different instructions of how you can do that.  So, you can get them to help you make a little bug hotel.  I’ve got one in my house.  I had a little digger bee actually live in my keyhole.  So, I had a big old keyhole in York.  This is so cool, okay.  So, this is… do you… do you guys remember lockdown?
P:
Yes.

I1:
Yeah.  Well, in lockdown, I was like, I’m doing all this stuff about bees but I can’t go out and see my friends’ bees, because I used to go and help my friends look after her bees but I couldn’t be round her, and I was really very sad.  And then I closed my door one day and I noticed this little sort of reddish bee come and… sorry, not a digger bee, a miner bee.  Anyway.
I3:
Get the bee right.

I1:
I know.  It’s because it’s on my brain.  And the little bee flew into my… it’s an old keyhole that I don’t use and I was like, that’s really weird, and I kept looking at it and I kept seeing it day after day for quite a few months.  And then I saw it again the next year, though I think it might have been a different bee.  So, clearly it had been labelled as a good bee place.
I3:
A keyhole.

I1:
But that… so, yeah, a little old keyhole would even work, as long as you don’t use it.

P:
Oh, yeah.

I1:
Was everything that you learnt today new information or did you already know some of the things about how to help bees?

P:
I knew some things.

I1:
You didn’t know much, you knew some things.

P:
I knew some things.

I1:
Yes, bees can’t see the colour red.  And of course, you all… you all seem to know that bees dance, so that’s really, really cool already.  Yeah.

P:
If bees don’t see the colour red, what colour do they see instead of the red?

I1:
They can see all other colours.

P:
Yeah.

P:
Oh.

I1:
Do you know what, that’s a really interesting question, I don’t know.

I3:
I don’t know the answer to that one.

I1:
I think it probably is just a greyish, or maybe pink.  Yeah, that’s a good question, I might have to…

I2:
We’ll have to go and look that up.

I1:
Yeah, we will, we will, exactly, absolutely.  Would anybody like to know more about helping other animals now that they have learnt how to help bees?  Yeah?

P:
Yes.

I1:
I think lots of people do.

I3:
[Inaudible 00:14:53].
I2:
Yeah.

I1:
Yeah, sharks.

I2:
Yeah, definitely.

I1:
I’m not quite sure how to help sharks.

P:
I want to help Archie the hedgehog.

I2:
Hedgehog.

P:
[Inaudible 00:15:02].
I1:
Okay.  So, anything else, before we finish, that you’d like to tell me about the workshop today that might be useful?  Because I’m going to… I’m going to do this workshop in five other schools, so it might be helpful to have a little bit of reflection from you about anything that you think you really liked or that you would like to do differently.  So, just anything about kind of today that you…

I2:
So, what went well, would have been better if…

I1:
Yeah.

I2:
Really honest, what well.

I3:
Yeah, you can tell us, we can take it.

I1:
We can, we’re strong.

I2:
We’ll see how strong you are.

I1:
Yeah, see how strong I actually am.  Yeah, go on.

I3:
Yeah, we’ve got this one at the back.

P:
I really liked doing the dancing part.

I3:
Great.

I1:
Yeah, that’s really great.  How did getting up and being able to actually do it, how was that… did that… was that something you felt you wanted to do and you were glad we did or is it something that came as a surprise to do?

P:
I liked doing it in two groups so you’re not like, the centre of attention, but like, there were like, two people going at the same time.

I1:
Yes, that’s a really good…

I3:
Nice, that’s a good thing.

I1:
Yeah, yeah, that’s brilliant, thank you, that’s really good feedback.  What about you?  Yeah, you.

P:
When you’re doing this workshop again, I think make sure to add in all the juicy facts.
I1:
Great.

I3:
That’s a good plan, juicy facts.

I1:
I actually took facts out, because I normally just do a talk.

P:
Write in your plan, in capital letters, juicy facts.

I1:
Okay.

P:
And then exclamation marks.

I3:
Juicy… juicy facts, yeah.

P:
And then put [inaudible 00:16:46].

I3:
Any other reflections on what could… what went well and even better ifs?
I2:
Do the hard even better ifs guys.

I1:
Yeah, go on.  Yeah.

I2:
Really hard.  Shh, thank you.

I3:
We’ll come to you.

P:
The dancing was funny, and… because it was a little sassy [inaudible 00:17:06].

I1:
Okay, that’s fantastic.

P:
This is an even better if.

I1:
Yeah.

P:
I would say the dance, I think most of us were just like, waiting for the dance to finish at… like, near the end of it so we could get onto like, the activity.

I1:
[Inaudible 00:17:26].  Yeah, yeah.

I3:
Cool.

I1:
That makes sense.  What about here?

P:
Me?
I1:
Yes.

P:
Okay.  My even better if is either to get a bit more time with the dance, just practicing it, or having one group at a time, because like, some of us planned some talking but then the other group could only do the talking in it.

I1:
True, yeah, that’s… didn’t think of that, so that’s good.  Brilliant, thank you.

I3:
[Name].

P:
My even better if is with the video, I found it a bit too long because I’m one of those people, I don’t like sitting still for too long.

I1:
I get that.

P:
I kind of want… I just kind of want to go and get to the dancing.
I3:
Yeah, yes.  So, I think… because we can’t show it in the video, but what we can do in our next dance is make it maybe twenty minutes instead of thirty minutes.

I1:
Yeah, so it’s shorter.

I3:
Yeah, that’s a good point.

P:
I think what went well was the… the planting was really fun.

I1:
Yeah, absolutely.

P:
I really liked planting things.

I1:
Oh, good, that’s glad, and hopefully you’ve all got your instructions so you’ll learn how to take them home and how to maybe put them in the ground or look after them.  The seeds that most of you had like, show the areas, that’s really important to know, and if you didn’t put a little bit of extra soil on top, I would take it home and put a little bit of extra soil on top.  Steal some from a park on the way home.

I2:
And even if… even if you haven’t got, you know, anywhere like a front or back garden or whatever to put them in, you can put them on a windowsill in a little plant pot and they’ll still flower and still work fully as well.

I1:
Yeah, they should, absolutely, absolutely.  Great.  Okay, what about you?  Yeah.
P:
It was really fun, only because I thought it would just be facts and I hate facts I think it was better to process things, and so then it was fun how we did like the planting and then the dance as well.
I1:
That’s really good, yeah, absolutely.  I don’t just like having facts as well, like I find it goes in one ear and out the other.  That’s really, really good feedback, thank you so much.  Okay, at the back.
P:
I also really enjoyed the planting.

I1:
Yeah.

P:
And… yeah, I liked the planting.

I1:
Does anybody think they’re going to do more planting now that they know how to do it?  Okay, so we’ve got quite a few hands up, one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.  Okay, so… eleven.  Twelve, thirteen, oh no.  More than I can count, but that’s really, really good to hear, thank you so much.  Okay, does anybody have any questions for me?
I2:
[Inaudible 00:20:04].
P:
What made you start learning about bees?

I1:
So, I left school and I did a subject called anthropology.  Does anybody know… it’s a big word, but does anybody know what anthropology is?

P:
I… I… I don’t know what it means.  I forgot.
I1:
That’s okay.  So, it means that I study…

P:
My mum does it, that’s all I know.

I1:
Oh, brilliant.  Okay, so I went to university, I went to the University of Sussex, which is in Brighton, and I studied it, and then… so that means studying different cultures, and then I did another degree where I studied environments and how we affect the environment, and I wrote a book about bees.
I2:
Geography, basically.

I1:
Yeah, geography, yeah.  And I wrote a book about bees and I decided to do… learn lots more about them, about how humans interact with them.  Okay.

I2:
Super.

I1:
Yeah.

I2:
Can we just say a very quick thank you, we’ve had a lovely afternoon, it’s been way… way better than listening to me all afternoon.

P:
[Inaudible 00:21:02].
I2:
So, thank you so much.

I1:
Yeah, really appreciate it, thank you.

I2:
Right, Year 6.  Right, we are going to very quickly…
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